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::All Pre51dents have been mxs]ed at
’ane time o another by faulty intelligence

Reports ‘President Nixon has been irritated s

#. recent months by two examples of
c‘hoddy intelligence work. : -

- Last November, mfcnol mtelhgencn

resulted in the ‘abortive prison “camp raid
fat Sontay, North Vietnam, The’ staging of
‘the raid was an example of fine planning,

“_-but the raiders'found no American prison-

ers 1o Tescue. The’ prxsoners had been
intelligence

.'.sbxfted elsewhere and _ our
‘sources failed to repcrt the move.

The incursion into Laos earlier this o

‘year by, the South Vietnamese Army met

- imassive res1stancc all because our intel-

’hvence sources failed to pick up Hanoi’s

noves to xmplement foxces in thc fleld in
o fining the authority of Richard Helms, d* X
- rector of the CIA; The authority of Helr
. is rather imprecise at this point. The mov

ey

' Laos RN : }
: President Nixon is now saxd to be con-

sxdermg a major reorganization of the na-

_ - t«ons foreign mtelhgence activities to im-
) p: ove output and cut costs. There are seve

e:‘,x‘al -options the President can follow. One

~crcatlon of a Cabinet-level dcpartmcnt .

mtelhgence Another is strengthemng
the. uthorzty of the dxrectox of the Cen-

U.L s A5

@m Ei fie"h@ em@ Aoemies e

. telligence activities.
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tral Intelligence Agencv over the gIobal
onelatxons of the Pentagon and other m-
telligence~ agencies, A

The United States has a far-ﬂung m—

\-felhgence network that costs taxpajers

about $5° billion annually to maintain.
Many Presidents have bemoaned the fact’ !
that intelligence reportmd has been rather .
erratic despxte thc money pumped into thc
program, T
The Central {r_x.t_gl_l_xgencc Agency is the 3
ldrgcst of ti the agenc1eo specxaﬂzmg in 1n-;__
But. thele are _other ;
bureaus performing similar services, fwe
of them with overseas ties. At least 200,00%
are employed in the. intelligence agenmef.
Many observers feel the President me-
take action through an executive order de ",

could strengthen the CIA director’s av ;"'
thority .over such intelligence- gatherin \
agencies as the Pentagon, State Depart
nment and Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Whether such a solution is a viable ono

. would remain to be seen, . ... 4
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